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Palma parking galore: Inside

EU aims to open up to
more foreign tourists
this summer despite
COVID-19
T

he European Union’s executive has recommended easing
COVID-19 travel restrictions
next month to let foreign
travellers from more countries enter
the EU, hoping to boost the stricken
tourism industry this summer.
Under current restrictions, people
from only seven countries, including
Australia and Singapore, can enter the
EU on holiday, regardless of whether
they have been vaccinated against COVID-19 but subject to tests or quarantine.
New proposals outlined by the European Commission yesterday, but still
requiring member states’ approval,
would allow in foreign citizens who
have been fully vaccinated and those
who arrive from countries with a “good
epidemiological situation”.

“Time to revive tourism industry and
for cross-border friendships to rekindle
- safely,” Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen wrote on Twitter.
People arriving from Britain, Russia
and a number of other countries would
meet the new criteria, according to data
provided by the Centre for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). U.S.
citizens would not currently do so.
“We want to have this done before
the mass summer travel starts,” an EU
official said. The 27 EU member states
are due to start discussing the proposal
on Tuesday and the official hoped it
would be approved this month.
Travel restrictions because of COVID19 have inflicted heavy losses on the
tourism industry in the EU, which at
times has struggled to agree a common
position as it responds to the pandemic.

European Union wants to attract more tourists.

Restrictions will “of course” continue after state of alarm,
says Balearic government: See Inside Today
Euphoric clubbers hit
dance floor again as
Spain trials digital
COVID-19 pass

Madrid.—Mandatory face masks
could not conceal their delight as
clubbers in the Spanish city of Girona
moved to the thumping beats of
house music put on by a live DJ.
For the first time in eight months,
Girona had some of its nightlife back

this weekend thanks to a pilot digital
pass scheme which authorities hope
will allow for socialising without
spreading coronavirus.
Since October, concerts have been
banned in the northeastern region of
Catalonia, while restaurants and bars

were required to close at night since
December.
But under a scheme to revive the
hospitality sector, residents in Girona
could for one evening obtain a digital
pass allowing them to go to a concert
or dine out at five restaurants.

