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Spain detects a second case of
Omicron, two more unconfirmed
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Madrid.—Spain detected a second case of
the Omicron coronavirus variant yesterday
and expects to confirm another two by the
end of the week, while Basque authorities
said they planned to declare a health emergency amid a rapidly rising caseload.
In Madrid, a 61-year-old woman who returned to Spain from South Africa via
Amsterdam tested positive for the variant
first isolated in South Africa that scientists fear may evade vaccines.
A regional health department spokesperson said she had received two shots of the
AstraZeneca vaccine and had no symptoms. Spain detected its first case of the

variant on Monday in a 51-year-old man
who also flew from South Africa via the
Netherlands, but was on a different
flight.
Health authorities in Catalonia said they
were analysing two suspected cases and
preliminary results suggested they would
also be confirmed as Omicron but definitive confirmation was not expected until
Friday. With a nationwide vaccination
rate of nearly 80%, Spain had until recently appeared to have escaped the wave
of contagion sweeping Europe that has
pushed governments to bring back highly
restrictive measures.

WHO: Don´t introduce
blanket travel bans

London.— The World Health Organi-

zation warned countries on Tuesday
not to impose blanket travel bans over
the new Omicron coronavirus variant
as governments and scientists try to
determine how much protection current vaccines would offer against the
strain.
Financial markets fell sharply after
the head of drugmaker Moderna said
existing COVID-19 vaccines would
be less effective against the Omicron
variant. MSCI's gauge of stocks
across the globe shed 1.39% a day after broad declines in Europe and

Asia. BioNTech's chief executive
struck a cautiously positive note,
saying the vaccine it makes in a partnership with Pfizer would likely offer strong protection against severe
disease from Omicron, which was
first reported in southern Africa a
week ago.
The questions over vaccine effectiveness came as cases of the new
variant spread, with the first reported case in Latin America emerging in Brazil.
The country's health regulator, Anvisa, said a traveller arriving in Sao

Paulo from South Africa and his wife
were both apparently infected.
Canada will extend its ban on travellers from southern Africa to also
cover those from Nigeria, Malawi
and Egypt, health officials said on
Tuesday, for a total of 10 countries.
Canada will require people arriving
by air from all nations except the
United States to take a COVID-19
test, Health Minister Jean-Yves Duclos said.
The World Health Organization
(WHO) asked countries to apply “an
evidence-informed and risk-based

approach” with any travel measures,
including possible screening or quarantine of international passengers.
Blanket travel bans would not stop
the spread of Omicron, it said.
However, the WHO said people over
age 60 who are not fully vaccinated
or do not have proof of previous
SARS-COV-2 infection and those
with underlying health conditions
should be advised to postpone travel.
The WHO amended its earlier statement to make clear that the warning
for those over 60 is for people who
are not fully vaccinated.
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